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In the Bible's Old Testament, we have the record of a number of prophets that served God's people throughout the ages. Any reader of the Old Testament has learned of these prophets, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, etc. No one will disagree that these men were placed on the earth for God's purpose. What about prophets in the New Testament? The word "prophet" is found several times in the New Testament and is mentioned as one of the ministry gifts. 

The ministry gifts, sometimes referred to as the Ascension Gifts, are a source of misunderstanding and misinterpretation in the church. Some believe the ministry gifts are still in operation and some don't. Some members of Christ's church even despise the ministry gifts. There are certain gifts that were given to us as a church. When these gifts are understood, put in place in the church and utilized to their full potential, the church will be an explosive force in the earth. The lack of understanding of the ministry gifts is generated from a lack of knowledge of God's word as they are mentioned in Ephesians chapter four. As we will see, some of the ministry gifts are widely accepted and at least, basically understood by the members of the body of Christ. There are a couple of them however, that are definitely not understood or accepted by many modern day Christians and well known Christian leaders. 

We are told in the Bible that we, as a people, are destroyed because of our lack of knowledge of God's word (Hosea 4:6). There are two main problems associated with the church's misunderstanding of these excellent gifts that Christ Himself has given us. The first is, many Christians take for granted what they have been taught without studying for themselves to see what the word of God has to say. The second problem is, many Christians have preconceived ideas that do not necessarily line up with what the scriptures teach. This condition will render a Christian useless because they become unteachable. Both conditions are as dangerous as cancer to a believer.

Paul recognized the believers at Berea for their willingness to receive the good word of God.

Acts 17:11
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
There are three things to take note of here:

1. They (the believers at Berea) received the word with all readiness of mind. In other words, they were open minded. They had no preconceived ideas of what the scriptures taught

2. They searched the scriptures daily so that they would know if what was being taught was the truth.

3. They received the truth that was taught and confirmed through their individual study.

It may seem to some that having an open mind could lead to a person accepting false doctrine. This could very well be so if the open minded person did not search his scriptures. Certainly, many have been led astray to cults because they believed someone's words rather than God's. We should all learn from the example given to us by the believers of Berea.

Some ministers teach that there is a "Five Fold Ministry" gift and others teach a "Four Fold Ministry". These are simply names that men have given to the gifts for clarification and should not be allowed to cause confusion. As we will see in Ephesians there are actually five gifts mentioned. We will see why there is some confusion on the fifth gift and how it fits in with each of the other four gifts. The gifts are, in order as listed, the apostle, the prophet, the evangelist, the pastor and the teacher. 

Ephesians 4:8-11
Therefore it says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men." (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
I once heard a man from a Christian university on the radio. His job was to go into high schools and recruit prospective students. He made a statement that I will never forget. He said that he tried to encourage students to consider the ministry as a profession. The problem with this statement is that the ministry is a calling of God and is not a profession like that of a doctor or lawyer. Certainly there have been many individuals that have gone into the ministry as a profession and some have performed admirably. But there have also been many problems associated with those people who filled pulpits that were not called to be there. There have also been problems when someone is called to a certain ministry gift and they try to fulfill another of the gifts. I will share more on this later. Let's look back to the beginning of Ephesians chapter four.

Ephesians 4:1
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
The word, "vocation", does not mean a profession or job. It is from the Greek word, klaysis, which literally means an invitation or calling. Paul tells us that we are to walk worthy of the call that is placed on us. Obviously not all Christians have a ministry gift calling on their lives. In fact, very few do. I have witnessed to some Christians who idolize the ministry to the point that they desired desperately to become a minister, even though they were not called. This caused much confusion in their lives and sometimes in the lives of those around them. I also witnessed a minister that I once knew, tell a friend of mine that he was called to be an evangelist only to change his mind and six months later tell my friend he was called to be a pastor. It was clear to me that, although my friend was a Christian and zealous in his walk with the Lord, he did not have a ministry gift call on his life. This is not to say that he was any less of a person or Christian because of the lack of that calling. In fact, I would recommend a person do anything they can besides the ministry. If they have a genuine call of God it will manifest itself. Someone may be used by God to confirm the calling on a person's life but no one should accept and try to fulfill a call just because someone tells them they are called. 

James 3:1
Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment. 

There are many responsibilities that come with any of the ministry gifts and therefore those of us who are called will receive a greater or stronger judgment. This alone should stop a lot of people without ministry gift calls from becoming ministers. Although it can be very rewarding, ministry also presents its own set of problems. In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul relates many of the terrible things he endured because of the abundance of revelations he had received. Then he closes with an incredible statement.

2 Corinthians 11:28
Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches. 

Besides all of the things Paul suffered from those that weren't believers and from natural elements that were stirred up by Satan's messenger, he said there was also that which came upon him daily and that was the care of the churches. Those cares or concerns were not only caused by the situations the churches he had founded encountered from governments and non-Christians but also from the Christians within those churches. Any minister knows that young, immature Christians (no matter what their physical age may be) cause the majority of problems in a church. It is a sad fact that many of these immature Christians have been believers for a number of years yet they do not grow up spiritually, as they should. The reasons I have listed as causing many of the misunderstandings of the ministry gifts are also what make it impossible for these believers to mature as they should. Again, those reasons are:

1. They refuse to study the word of God for themselves.

2. They take what someone else says as truth without examining the scriptures to see if what they have heard is true.

3. Their preconceived ideas cause them to not believe the scriptures. These preconceived ideas could have been carried over from their lives as non-believers or could be brought in from not walking in the Spirit and thinking like the world does.

Where did these ministry gifts come from and when were they given? Again, let us examine our key scripture.

Ephesians 4:8
Therefore it says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men."
Paul shows us that when Jesus ascended to heaven, He rescued the Old Testament saints that were held in captivity in Abraham's bosom which was also known as paradise. At the same time, Jesus gave these ministry gifts to men, or literally, human beings. God has always chosen to use men and women to deliver the gospel to mankind. One of the reasons we need to study the word for ourselves is because man is fallible even though God and His word are not. Even people with these ministry gifts in their lives can and do make mistakes. This is why the people with a ministry gift call on their lives need constant prayer. Let me encourage you to pray for those ministers whom God has placed in the path of your life.

The ministry gifts were given at the time of Christ's ascension and will be in operation until the end of this age, which ends with the Second Coming of Christ. At that time, all spiritual gifts will also cease (1 Cor. 13:8). There is absolutely no scriptural proof that any of these gifts have been rescinded or that they will be done away with before the Second Advent. Anyone who believes that any of these gifts is not for today (the Church Age) has not rightly divided the word of truth as we are commanded in 2 Timothy.

2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
This brings us to the question, "When is the spiritual gift placed into the life of the minister?" We have an important illustration in the life of Jeremiah, the prophet. 

Jeremiah 1:5
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."
The Lord said He knew Jeremiah before he was formed in his mother's womb. The word for "knew" means to know someone intimately. One of the translations of the Hebrew word yawdah, besides "to know", is "to teach." This gives us a picture of the minister conversing with, and learning from, the Lord before he is ever conceived. Then after Jeremiah was conceived, and sometime before his birth, God sanctified him, which means that He prepared and dedicated him to God's own purpose. In this case God prepared Jeremiah and dedicated him to the ministry of a prophet. After Jeremiah was taught by God and dedicated to the ministry of the prophet, the Lord ordained him. This means Jeremiah received an assignment and commission for the specific call and the time of that call upon his life. It was not until Jeremiah was in his early twenties that God spoke to him about the call that was on his life. 

Again, three very important steps happened in Jeremiah's life before he was born:

1. Before conception - God knew Jeremiah intimately and taught him.

2. After conception, before birth - Jeremiah was prepared and dedicated by God for His own purpose.

3. After conception, before birth - Jeremiah was assigned and commissioned to the time period that he would be prophet and to which nations (people) his ministry would impact. 

There are six people mentioned in the Bible who were called in a similar manner as that of Jeremiah:

1. Samson (Judges 13:2-25)

2. Samuel (1 Samuel 1:17-19, 27-28)

3. Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:5-10)

4. John the Baptist (Luke 1:15-17)

5. Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:18-25)

6. Paul (Galatians 1:15-16)

Once a person is called to one of the ministry gifts, God will never take that calling away.

Romans 11:29
For the gifts and callings of God are without repentance.
The ministry gift may not come into play until the appointed time but that person will always have the call. In our previous example, Jeremiah was probably in his early twenties when God revealed His call to him. It is possible for a person to run from the call and not fulfill what God has for him but God does not, and will not, change His mind and He never revokes a person's call. Jeremiah tried to avoid the call because of his age.

Jeremiah 1:6-8
Then I said, "Alas Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, because I am a youth." But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, ‘I am a youth,' because everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you," declares the Lord.
Jeremiah 1:17 
"Now gird up your loins, and arise, and speak to them all which I commanded you. Do not be dismayed before them, lest I dismay you before them."
Moses also tried to fight the call of God.
Exodus 4:10
Then Moses said to the Lord, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since Thou hast spoken to Thy servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue. 

If you have a ministry gift call and have some inadequacies in your life, realize that you are in good company! All of us have weaknesses that could impede our effectiveness in the ministry. I once heard a man say that there is not one person in this world that is smart enough to pastor another person without the help of the Holy Spirit. This is true of all the ministry gifts. It is God's divine order that man, with his weaknesses and inadequacies, reveal and deliver the gospel to the world. We are told in the Bible that when we are weak Christ is strong (1 Cor. 13:9). 

A person with a ministry gift call may do the work of the other ministries for a time before stepping fully into his calling. It is common to see pastors that spent a few years as an evangelist and evangelists that spent a few years as a pastor before God allowed them to totally enter their calling. It is important to note however, that if they are following God's will for their life, He will eventually put them into their individual calling. Through all of these things and through all of their life's experiences God prepares the person for the fulfillment of the call. An excellent example is Moses. Moses was called by God to deliver the Hebrew children from their captivity by the Egyptians. When Moses was forty years old he killed an Egyptian who was beating a fellow Hebrew. Moses tried to make his ministry work instead of waiting for the appointed time and allowing God to bring it to pass. Because of this, Moses had to flee to the wilderness and did not return to deliver God's people until he was eighty years old. Then Moses' ministry lasted for forty years and he died at the age of one hundred twenty. Perhaps if Moses had waited on God to initiate his ministry, the Hebrews might have been released from their captors years earlier. Perchance many of their lives would have been spared and maybe when they were released they would have had faith in God and not have to have spent forty years in the wilderness so their generation could die. We will never know what would have happened otherwise. Those of us with ministry gifts would do well to learn from Moses' mistake. Only God knows what disasters we will avoid and what tragedies those we are called to minister to will avoid by our being faithful and obedient to His calling. 

The ministry gift call should be taken very seriously. God has appointed the person he has called for their time and generation. In other words, if you have a ministry gift in your life, it is no mistake that you were born when and where you were born. God has set you and appointed you for this time.

1 Timothy 4:16
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 

2 Timothy 3:14
You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them.
In 1986, toward the end of my second year of Bible school, my family and I had been visiting with two other couples from our home state that we had met at school. One of the men always came across to women as though he was a great man of God and of course, the best husband in the world. I never felt a genuiness about him. As we drove away, under my breath, I whispered to God, "If that is what I have to be like to be in the ministry, forget it! I don't want it." Then the Lord spoke back to me, "But I need you, you are the only person that can reach the people I've called you to reach." As I realized what that meant, I began to weep. Imagine the God of heaven actually needing us! And imagine the people that need us. Moses was born exactly at the right time. Jeremiah and Paul were born exactly at the right time. You and I have also been born at the right time! I believe too, that God has saved His best for the last days. We should count it an honor that He has called us to His calling and appointed us for such a time as this.

A few years before this, the Lord showed me a vision. I have always been surprised at how quickly a vision is seen. It is usually a small picture that flashes through your mind's eye. Then God gives us the meaning, sometimes immediately and sometimes over a period of time. In this particular vision I saw, on one side, a man walking in a very dark cavern holding a lantern down by his side. He was walking on a very narrow path that dropped off steeply on each side. Below the path, on each side, were sharp rocks that would obviously kill or seriously injure anyone who fell into them. Following this man were many people. It was extremely dark in this cavern and because the lantern was being held low, the people further back from the man could not see and they were falling into the rocks, to their deaths.

On the other side, I saw the same picture with one huge difference. The man in the front was holding the lantern high above his head and the people following him could see the path and they were not falling off. That picture flashed quickly into and out of my mind's eye. Then the Lord spoke to me, "What kind of witness are you going to be?" We all have the choice of how we will carry the word of God to those that He gives us. 

Over the years I have worked several jobs and there were some times that I didn't get off on a good foot with my Christian witness. I always found it so much harder to share the gospel with people if I allowed myself to slip into sin, which they saw, and then try to be a witness later.

Ecclesiastes 1:3
If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or toward the north, whenever the tree lies, there it lies.
As a person with a ministry gift, people will watch you closely. It is easier for that tree to fall showing a Christian witness. If you meet people and the first thing they see of you is a slip of the tongue or some kind of ungodly action, it will be much harder for you to minister to them later. Choose to hold your lantern high so all that follow you can walk that narrow path to life and not fall off to their deaths.

The Purpose of the Ministry Gifts
Chapter 2
Ephesians 4:11-16
And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping (perfecting) of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
Each of the ministry gifts is here for the same end. The first goal of the ministry gift is to equip, or perfect, the saints. An interesting Greek word is used here for perfect. It is katartismos which means to provide a complete furnishing. The Christian, in addition to studying the Bible and praying, needs to be under the authority of a minister to get his complete furnishing. Perhaps that is why Paul wrote the following:
1 Thessalonians 5:12,13
But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
I don't know how many times I have heard Christian people say they do not have to attend church to get what they need from God. These Christians are robbing themselves of a great blessing and their complete furnishing by not being exposed to all of the ministry gifts Christ has given. Of course, there are churches that have no idea there are any ministry gifts. The Christian should seek where God would have him worship and he should support those that minister there. 

The second goal of the minister is twofold. They are called to the work of the ministry. They are also called to perfect the saints so they (the saints) can do the work of the ministry also. Too many Christians expect the pastor to be the one to go out and lead people to Christ when they are the ones that are out in the world the most. In my own personal life I have been able to lead more people to the Lord as a layperson than a minister. The reason for that is, as a layperson, I was around more people not involved in the church than I ever could have been as a pastor. The pastor has the Lord's flock to deal with and that takes most of his time. It should be the goal of the minister to teach and prepare his flock to reach the lost and to bring them into God's fold.

This brings up the third goal of the minister, which is to edify or to build up the flock of God. This is where the teaching gift comes into play for each of the gifts. Each person with a ministry gift will also have an ability to teach God's word. Through his teaching and his familiarity with his flock, the minister will be able to build them up and help them strengthen their walk with the Lord. Spiritual maturity is the target here. As a Christian becomes more mature in the Lord he will not be tossed to and fro by every doctrine that comes his way. 

Paul is very clear in his letter to the Ephesians that these ministry gifts will continue in each of these goals until the church has attained unity. All it takes is for one to look around at all the different churches and it is plain to see that unity has not been reached. This will not happen until Christ returns to reign for a thousand years in Jerusalem. Each of these ministry gifts will be in operation until Christ's return, including the apostle and the prophet. It stands to reason that if any of these five ministry gifts is missing, the church cannot be brought into unity, it cannot perfected, its members cannot be prepared for the ministry and the members cannot be fully edified. Most mainstream churches today only recognize the Pastor, Evangelist and Missionary. If those are the only ministry gifts that the church is being exposed to, they will only be sixty percent complete. With each generation come new Christians and new people with the ministry gift calling placed in their lives.

Another job of the minister is to speak the truth in love. There are times when Christians need a gentle loving hand to guide them and care for them. And there are times when Christians need a harsh word spoken to them to correct them when they are in error or sin. Bear in mind that sometimes love has to be hard. This is especially true of the prophet's call and sometimes the call of the apostle.

In Ephesians chapter four Paul likens the body of Christ to a human body where all the parts fit perfectly. The end goal of the ministry gifts is to bring each person that God has given them, into the place where they are supposed to be, perfectly furnished for that work. God's body is not to be deformed. 

As we begin to learn about each of the ministry gifts, realize that even though there are certain traits that are applicable to each one, there are differences of administrations and operations.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
Each of the specific ministry gifts will have common characteristics but one person that is blessed with that gift may have a very different and distinct method of performing that call. Just as God did with Jeremiah, God has sanctified each minister to their distinct calling and anointed them to a specific job within that calling. He has literally set the bounds of their habitation.
Acts 17:26
,,,and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,,,
The Prophet
Chapter 3
In the Old Testament, prophets played an important role in not only the religious affairs of life but also in the social and political makeup of Israel. Israel was run by a king with the input of the priest and the prophet. There were leading prophets like Elijah and Elisha but there were other prophets that did not operate with as large a ministry, if you will, as these two prophets. It is the same in this day under the new covenant. There are ministers that are nationally prominent and those that are known only locally. Each has a job to do and with that job comes the anointing from the Holy Spirit. Prophets are normal people who have a very abnormal or unusual call placed on their life. You may live next door to a prophet, you may have gone to school with a prophet. You may even work with a prophet and not realize it. God calls people from all walks of life. 

In the winter of 1983 and 1984, I was working as a pumper in the oilfield. It was my duty to make sure the oil and gas wells under my control continued to produce. I had been working long hours from early in the morning to late at night, seven days a week in the freezing cold Texas and Oklahoma panhandles. Sometime before this, I had made a vow that I would study my Bible and pray every night no matter what and I honored that commitment. I had arrived home from work one evening and sat down at my kitchen table to read the Bible. As I began to read, the Lord guided me to several passages of scripture. The chair next to me was pulled out and it was almost as if Jesus was sitting right there. After reading the scriptures, the Lord spoke to me and said, "I have called you to the ministry of a prophet." My answer was, "Okay Lord, but I don't know what that is. You will have to teach me."

I became a Christian in between my eighth grade year and my freshman year of high school. I was twelve years old. I tried really hard to be a Christian and to be a witness to my friends but I just didn't have the power. After about a year I slipped back into the same old life. Then in 1979 I rededicated my life to the Lord. Two weeks later I was baptized in the Holy Spirit. Immediately there was a new power in my life. God proceeded to show me things in the spiritual realm that I would have never believed before. My life was completely changed. And now, five years later, the Lord was telling me He had called me to the ministry of a prophet.

Carolyn Taylor, whom I consider to be my spiritual mother, walked up to me the next night at church and handed me a book entitled, "The Ministry of the Prophet." I looked at her and asked her why she had given me that book. Without batting an eye she replied, "Because you are called to the ministry of a prophet." I hadn't even told my wife and here was my spiritual mother confirming the words the Lord had spoken to me twenty-four hours before! I read the booklet she had given me and was probably more confused when I got through reading it than I had been before. But I think that booklet opened my eyes to the fact that there are modern day prophets. I just had to wait on God to show me what their purpose is and what my purpose was. 

Later that year, I applied to and was accepted into Rhema Bible Training College in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. It was during this time that there were incredible spiritual attacks on my family and me. I grew immensely in the spirit and probably matured some as well. While attending Rhema, I worked for the Broken Arrow Police Department as a jailor and also ran their photo lab. I worked the three o'clock to eleven o'clock shift at the jail and when I would get home it would take me some time to wind down. During my second year of school, Satan was really attacking me. One night, as I was lying in bed I began to hear people screaming in torment. I opened my eyes and what I saw is impossible to describe in any human language. As far as I could see was a place yet it was in total darkness. It was more empty than anything I had ever seen, yet it was tangible. There is no other way to describe it than terrible. Immediately I asked, "God?" As quickly as I had asked that, a voice rang in my spirit, "NO! God does not torment His children!" I closed my eyes and began to pray in the spirit and fell asleep. The Bible speaks of a place called outer darkness which I believe is hell. 

Matthew 22:13 
Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
There had been other satanic attacks before this but nothing quite as dramatic. I believe that is the night that Satan tried to get a complete victory over my life but because of God's grace and mercy he failed. Satan does not want you to fulfill your ministry! He will try all he can do to stop you before you even begin because he knows the power there is in the ministry gifts. 

After school God allowed me to pastor a church in southeastern Colorado. The church had been broken apart by the previous pastor who had fallen into adultery with a woman in the church. At the end of 1986 I was praying and asking God what was in store for the church in the coming year. God spoke two things to me. The first was that the church would see a "purging in the Body". Not very long after this, the world was shocked by the Jim Bakker/PTL debacle. I still remember watching the noted evangelist, Jimmy Swaggart on "Larry King Live" speaking of Bakker and his demise. Swaggart stated that Bakker was, "a cancer in the Body of Christ that needed to be excised." Not long after that, Swaggart was exposed for allegedly visiting prostitutes on a regular basis. 

The second thing the Lord told me was that He would begin to bring unity to the Body of Christ. I know that the church will not gain perfect unity until Christ returns to take us out of this earth but I do believe in the spiritual realm, God used the destruction of these huge ministries to begin a work in unity. I truly do believe the work was begun in that year.

When my family and I had first moved to Colorado, the local Assembly of God church was having its annual camp meeting. I decided to attend and hoped to get to know some of the other pastors in town. As the minister was closing in the first service, he asked people that needed prayer to come to the front. He then asked that all the ministers in attendance come and pray for them. I was not sure if I should go forward or not since no one there knew me or that I was a minister. As the ministers began praying for the people, I noticed one couple by themselves without anyone praying for them. I went down and God gave me some things to say to them and then I prayed for them. 

After a year, we closed the church I had come to pastor and my wife and I were helping the minister in the Assembly of God church. At one service the pastor announced that we were going to accept a pastorate in Texas and that we would be moving in a couple of weeks. After the service, the man that I had prayed for caught up with me and said, "I just want to thank you. You may not remember this, but when you first moved here you prayed for my wife and me. I didn't know who you were and you didn't know me but you told us some things that only God could have known and you prayed for exactly what we needed prayer for." I was so blessed by this and the man and his wife were blessed because I was obedient to do something as simple as to go and pray for them. Never take it lightly when you pray for someone or when you speak forth a word from the Lord to someone. God taught me some invaluable lessons during my stay in Colorado.

After Colorado, I took a church in south central Texas. This church was small but had been built on a much better foundation than the one in Colorado. Things went much better there except for my marriage, which had always been a little shaky. After about a year there, my wife left to go to Houston for several weeks to stay with some friends that we had gone to Bible school with. It was during that time that I decided I must leave the ministry to save my failing marriage. I left the pastorate a few weeks later and moved my family to the Houston area.

I was devastated. I loved the ministry even though we barely made enough money to eat. I thought I would never be used in the ministry again. The church we were attending had some incredible people. I had never seen so much talent in one church. Where it seemed that both of the churches I had pastored had no talent, this one had enough to fill twenty churches. People could sing, they could play musical instruments, they volunteered to help in the church. People loved coming to church, they loved being around each other and the church was growing. It wasn't long until I began to see the pastor using people for their talents and then discarding them. It was then that I began to see the ministry of the prophet begin to manifest itself more in my life. I studied all the scriptures that pertained to being a pastor and took them to the pastor of that church. I confronted him on how he had been treating people in the church and he admitted that God had been dealing with him about it. I was really excited that he had received me and that he admitted what I brought up. I thought the problem was fixed but it wasn't long until it happened again. Once again, I approached him. This time he told me that his wife had been dealing with him and he would change. It happened the third time and I mentioned to someone on the staff of the church that I was going to have to talk to the Pastor again. He called me at work that evening and asked if my wife and I would come in the next day to talk to him. As we walked into his office, he and his wife were there and I knew something was up. He said he had heard that I had needed to talk to him. I began, once again, telling him what I had seen and quoted some scriptures that concerned pastors and their dealings with God's flock. He cut me short and explained that he knew what he was doing was wrong and that he couldn't change because of his call to be an apostle. He knew the church, by this time, was falling apart. He then asked me if I would pastor his church. My wife got very excited and thought that was just what the church needed. I didn't feel quite the same way. I preached for a few weeks while I was trying to determine what God had to say on the matter. One morning after delivering my sermon, I called the pastor and his wife to the front so I could pray for them. As I was praying, in my spirit I saw a dam burst and the water began rushing out. Sometimes when God shows you something it is easy to assume what it means without waiting for God to tell you. As I saw this picture, I assumed it meant that the blessings of God were going to burst out and the church was going to be okay. Little did I know that just the opposite would happen. My mother called during this time and said that I could come and stay at her house if I needed to get away and pray for awhile. She would be at work during the days and I would be alone. I drove the long trip to her home in Lubbock, Texas and she told me she had talked to an older minister at her church and she suggested that I should visit with him. After meeting with him I knew that I was not to pastor that church. He confirmed what I had already known in my spirit. Facing the threat of divorce from my wife I told the pastor that I would not pastor his church. Not too long after that the church was finally closed down and the pastor and his wife divorced. Indeed, the dam burst forth as in the vision but it is not what I had assumed it would be.

I found out later that God had used other people with the prophetic call to deliver His message to the pastor of that church. The church failed because he refused to receive the words of the prophets. There were many people hurt by that ministry as a result of the pastor's disobedience. 

Characteristics of the Prophet
Chapter 4
Misunderstood
The prophetic call is probably the least understood of all the ministry gifts. And the prophet in his personal life is probably more misunderstood by Christians than any of the other ministers. Most people I know that operate in the prophetic ministry are seen as being very independent. They may even do some things that seem very peculiar to other Christians. Isaiah laid around naked for a couple of years in his ministry and John the Baptist ate grasshoppers. I have heard of a man that claimed to be a prophet recently and he ate grasshoppers to try and prove his point. Of course, this is excessive and very likely not what God had called him to do. Prophets have to be very careful of not falling into the "super spiritual". One of the wisest sayings I ever heard is that the supernatural is not always spectacular. There have been times that I have been given a word for someone by the Lord and it did not seem spectacular but it was very spiritual. If a person just seeks the flashy things, he will certainly miss what God has for him.

There are many misconceptions with the prophet's ministry. People associate prophets with telling the future. Telling the future was a definite part of some of the Old Testament Prophet's lives but not all of them told the future. The gift of prophecy is simply speaking forth the mind, the will and the purpose of God. Sometimes this involves future events and sometimes it does not. The Greek word for prophet, in the New Testament, is prophetes. It means a "foreteller" or an "inspired speaker." 

"A prophet was not only a foreteller but a forthteller. He was a speaker for God to rebuke, to instruct, and to correct people in his day, as well as to foretell future events. He had powers of insight and foresight and he was more than a foreteller of future events. He was caused to see conditions about him and the purposes of God in these things. The present was only a moment in the divine plan which was working toward the end of establishing the kingdom of God again on earth and ridding the earth of all rebellion. Hence, the prophet was a teacher, a social reformer, and a statesman, as well as a herald of the future kingdom. Many of his utterances were really sermons preached as the occasion demanded. This is especially true of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial, and the Minor Prophets, although in their books are many prophecies of the future. Daniel and John were mainly prophets of foretelling future events, although in their books there is the element of forthtelling as seen in Dan 2,4,5,6; etc., and Rev. 2,3." From "Revelation Expounded" by Finis Dake.

Many people believe prophets should be able to prophesy at will and that they will prophesy every day. Mockers are quick to ask the prophet what God is telling him. Prophets prophesy as the Holy Spirit leads them. Even in Elijah's life there were times that God did not speak to him. 
1 Kings 18:1
Now it came about after many days, that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year saying, "Go show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth."

In Elijah's case it had been many days since the word of the Lord had come to him. Even in the book of Acts, miracles were not performed every day. We have a condensed record and it is easy to think all the things we read happened closely together when in fact, a lot of the events were many years apart.

Give Direction
Acts 13:1-4
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
This passage of scripture says Barnabus and Saul were sent forth by the Holy Spirit. How did they know the Holy Spirit had sent them? The Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets and teachers that were ministering to the Lord. 

Pronounce Judgment 
Jonah 1:1-2 
Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, [2] Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 
Jonah 3:1-4 
And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying, [2] Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. [3] So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. [4] And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 
Jonah was a very bigoted Jew. It is clear that he had no love for the Gentiles and did not want to deliver the message of judgment to them. After running from God's command and paying the price for it, he delivered the message to the Ninevites. The people of Ninevah turned their hearts to God and He spared them.

Isaiah pronounced judgment on King Hezekiah:
2 Kings 20:1 
In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. 
Hezekiah listened to the word of the prophet and got serious with God and he was given fifteen more years to live.
2 Kings 20:3-6 
I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 
In both of these cases, both prophets could have been accused of their prophecies not coming true. Thank God for his mercy. Most times when a prophet delivers judgment, there is hope for the recipient if they will repent quickly. Later we will take a look at what happens when a prophet's words do not come to pass.

Exodus 4:21 
And the Lord said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. 
Moses delivered God's message to Pharaoh but he did not repent. God hardened Pharaoh's heart because he refused to listen to the words of the prophet. Pharaoh could have repented but he made the choice not to. The same thing happens to men today when they refuse to accept the Gospel of Christ. Because of their choices, God hardens their hearts. To those who accept the Gospel, it is life. To those who reject it, it is death.
2 Cor. 2:15-16 
For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 
Romans 2:4-11 
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For there is no respect of persons with God. 
Romans 9:18 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
I have no doubt that God is going to raise up prophets once again that will deliver judgments to world leaders. Just as history has shown, some will be rejected by these world leaders and be punished, tortured and even murdered. In the United States we don't see many Christian martyrs. Even though our freedoms seem to be eroding, God has blessed us with greater religious freedom than any country has ever experienced. Throughout the world though, martyrdom continues at accelerated rates. In fact, in the twentieth century more Christians were martyred than in all the previous centuries combined.

Moody
One of the big things I have noticed about prophets is their tendency to have very noticeable mood swings. A prophet may have a great spiritual victory in his life and immediately following, be found in deep depression. The Bible gives us an example of one of the greatest prophets being just like that.

King Ahab and his Queen Jezebel had just killed many of the prophets of God and declared that Baal was the true God of Israel. The Lord spoke to Elijah and even though he faced certain death, he met face to face with Ahab. Then Elijah offered a challenge to Ahab. Elijah told Ahab to gather the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and have them meet him at a certain spot. When this was done Elijah spoke boldly to the people of Israel.
1 Kings 18:21-22
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. [22] Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.
Elijah was telling the people of Israel that, by himself, he would oppose the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal. We see earlier in this story, Obadiah had saved one hundred prophets from the hands of Ahab yet Elijah was the only one that would take a stand for what was right. The people did not speak when Elijah reproved them for not making a stand for the true God of Israel. These people were in fear for their lives if they were to oppose Ahab.

Elijah's challenge came boldly. Both he and the prophets of Baal would each take a young bull and prepare it as a sacrifice. The prophets of Baal were to place this young bull on an altar of wood then call upon their god to catch the wood on fire and consume the sacrifice. This would have obviously taken more than one day to get everyone to this location, gather the wood, and bring and prepare the young bulls. Once it was done, the next morning the prophets of Baal began calling on their god. They called out to him until noon and Elijah began to make a spectacle of them.
1 Kings 18:26-29
And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. [27] And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. [28] And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. [29] And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 
Elijah had put his back up against a wall. At the risk of certain death if he was wrong, Elijah had made a bold claim that whichever God consumed the sacrifice was the real God. When you know God has spoken to you, you can make bold claims like Elijah did. I knew a minister that was notorious for saying that God had told him something was going to happen, after it had happened. When you have heard from God, you can put yourself on the spot and be assured that God will do what He said. You can even tell people beforehand because God will always do what He has said.

It was apparent after some time that Baal wasn't going to consume his sacrifice. Elijah built up an altar and had a trench dug around encircling it. Then he told the people to take four large barrels of water and pour them over the meat and the wood. They not only were commanded to do this once but three times. There was so much water that it soaked the wood and filled the trench to overflowing. Pagan priests were masters at sleight of hand and had done the same thing by hiding small tunnels under altars and fire could be fanned up into the sacrifice. Elijah wanted there to be no mistake that there was no fire concealed beneath the sacrifice. 

There is no need for gimmickry or deceit in the ministry. How many large ministries have resorted to this type of tactic to insure they will have a following? One of the jobs of the prophet is to expose this type of ministry.

Once the sacrifice was fully prepared and there was no doubt that there were no hidden fires, Elijah knelt down and prayed a simple prayer.
1 Kings 18:36-40
And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. [37] Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. [38] Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. [39] And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God. [40] And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.
Notice that Elijah had done all these things at God's word. This is why he could make bold claims and mock the work of these men. In our politically correct country these prophets would never have been slain. Even Christians would have cried out that God loved them and that maybe they could be saved. There is a time for compassion and there is a time for bold, violent action.
Matthew 11:12
"And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence and violent men take it by force".
If you are a prophet, and God speaks to you to oppose someone or some group, once you know you have heard from God do not allow well meaning, spiritually ignorant Christians to stop what God has told you to do. I have seen, when dealing with demons, that there are many well meaning Christians that will do more to interfere than to help.
1 Kings 18:46
And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 
Elijah had just faced death in a way that many of us will never know. He had seen the power of God move mightily. Then when Jezebel heard the prophets of Baal had been killed she put a death warrant out for Elijah. You would think that Elijah would face Jezebel just as stoically as he had Ahab and the prophets of Baal. Instead, Elijah ran away to Beer-sheba and had a "pity party" for himself.
1 Kings 19:1-4 
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. [3] And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 
Many of the prophets mentioned in the Bible had similar mood swings. Even John the Baptist questioned if Jesus was really the Messiah. 
Luke 7:19
And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another?
Mood swings are not uncommon to see in the modern day prophet's life. Perhaps they come because of the incredible challenges and trials that accompany the prophetic calling. Whatever the reason may be, the prophet can learn to overcome the emotions that hinder his call by rising above the flesh which is only possible by walking in the Spirit and growing in the Word of God.

Operate in Spiritual Gifts
As I stated before, not all prophets prophesy future events. This may come as a shock to many people with their preconceived notions of prophets. Not all prophets prophesy on a national level either. As I stated earlier, there are differences of administrations and differences of operations among prophets as well as the other ministry gifts. Not every prophet will operate in the same gifts. The church that Paul had established in Corinth was not lacking in spiritual gifts. On the contrary, the spiritual gifts were so abused that Paul had to write the church to correct their use and understanding of the gifts. 
1 Cor. 12:8-10
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; [9] To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; [10] To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
There are nine separate gifts listed. Below is a list of the gifts and a brief explanation of each one.
1. The Word of Wisdom
A supernatural understanding or knowing of how to deal with a situation. This could involve present situations or future situations.
2. The Word of Knowledge
A supernatural understanding or knowing about a situation.
3. The Gift of Faith
This is a supernatural faith that exceeds the normal faith of a believer. Many times this kind of faith accompanies the working of miracles. 
4. The Gifts of Healing
Supernatural healing that goes beyond the scope of natural and medicinal healing.
5. The Working of Miracles 
A supernatural act that goes beyond natural laws and physics.
6. The Gift of Prophecy
A supernatural speaking forth of the mind, will and purpose of God.
7. Discerning of Spirits
A supernatural knowing when one is dealing with evil spirits or knowing if a person's intent is what is actually being portrayed by that person.
8. Divers kinds of Tongues
A supernatural language that is not understood by the speaker. This gift is received as evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
9. Interpretation of Tongues
A supernatural interpretation, not translation, of the gift of tongues. When tongues and the interpretation of tongues are used together they are equivalent to the gift of prophecy.

In the Old Testament, the prophets operated in every one of these gifts except tongues and interpretation of tongues, which are gifts that are distinctive to this dispensation only. The modern day prophet is a person that has been born again and baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues. He operates in the gift of tongues and interpretation and the gift of prophecy and will operate in any, if not all, of the other gifts as the Spirit of the Lord directs him. Looking back, I have seen every one of these gifts in operation in my life, some very frequently and some infrequently. 

Apt to Teach
Besides operating in the spiritual gifts, the prophet is a teacher of the word. Each ministry gift will teach the word of God differently than the other.
2 Tim. 2:24
And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
Acts 13:1 
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
In the late 1980's I attended an "Apostle and Prophet" conference in Texas. By this time in my life I had seen many people who claimed to be prophets while the title was fashionable and then saw them move on to the next fad in titles. I was more confused than ever but I knew it was God's responsibility to bring about the calling in my life. Somewhere during this time God had spoken to me and given me an even more clear direction in the administration and operation of my gift. He said, "Build foundations in the people's lives that they may be strong and stand and not fall". At the conference, I was visiting with one of the men that was responsible for putting it all together and I asked him if he could give me a simple explanation of what the prophet's ministry is. He said, "The prophets are the foundational men". I told him what the Lord had spoken to me and he agreed that that was in line with the call of the prophet. 
Ephes. 2:18-21
For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. [19] Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; [20] And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; [21] In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
The apostles and prophets must build foundations using the word of God so the church will grow and mature as it should. Every teaching and every word uttered under the anointing from the prophet must be built from the cornerstone, Christ Himself. The church has lost sight of the apostles and prophets being the foundation of the church mainly because they have been taught that the ministry of the apostles and prophets no longer exist. I am seeing some churches being raised up now by a joint effort between apostle and prophet. This seems to be scriptural as there were many times Paul would take others with him to minister to the churches.

Prophets Gain Strength and Encouragement from Other Prophets and are subject to other prophets 
1 Cor. 14:29-33
Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. [30] If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. [31] For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. [32] And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. [33] For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 
I have noticed when I am around other prophets the prophetic anointing seems to be stronger. Anytime prophets speak in an assembly there should be no more than three of them to speak. The other prophets are to judge what the prophets say by the word of God. Because it is easy for prophets to fall into the flesh it is important that they are judged by the other prophets. Some time after the prophecies are given the prophets should get together and examine what God has said and see how it lines up scripturally.

In the Old Testament, we see there were prophets that held a higher prominence than other prophets. Elijah and Elisha seemed to be ranked higher than the "sons of the prophets". Prophets should be respectful and obedient to the older prophets who are more seasoned in the Word of God and the fruits of the Spirit. 

Are persecuted
Almost all of the prophets in the Old Testament and the apostles and prophets of the New Testament were persecuted. Many of them were killed for their faithfulness to the call of God on their lives. What is amazing about the persecutions is that they often came at the hand of the prophet's own people. 
Matthew 13:57
And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 
Luke 4:24
And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 

As horrible as this may seem, I am convinced that we will see prophets killed by "Christians" in the name of the Lord. It happened to the prophets of old, we should not think ourselves to be immune from what they suffered.

Prophets may be Men or Women

There are no less than thirteen female prophets mentioned in the Bible.
1. Rachel (Genesis 30:24)
2. Miriam (Exodus 15:20)
3. Deborah (Judges 4:4)
4. Huldah (2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chron. 34:22)
5. Noadiah (Neh. 6:14)
6. Isaiah's wife (Isaiah 8:3)
7. Elizabeth (Luke 1:41-45)
8. Mary, mother of Jesus (Luke 1:46-55)
9. Anna (Luke 2:36-38)
10-13. Phillip's four daughters (Acts 21:9)

As I grow in my calling as a prophet, it is easier for me to spot those with a like gift. God is raising up an army of apostles and prophets. Many of them are going through incredibally difficult trials and persecutions in their lives. All of this is in God's plan. God must burn out anything that would cause the prophet not to carry out God's plan for his life. Each prophet must be prepared so that, like a member of an elite army, he will do what God has called him to do even if it means losing his life.

Judging the Prophet
Chapter 5
Anytime a prophet prophesies his words must line up with the word of God. In the Old Testament, under Moses' law there were stiff penalties for the prophet that prophesied falsely.
Deut. 18:20
But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.
Many people think that if a prophet made a mistake he would be killed. The scriptures never say that. This verse says that if he purposely speaks something that God has not commanded him to speak or if he prophesies in the name of other gods he was to be killed. What about the prophet that speaks something and it doesn't come to pass?
Deut. 18:22
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.
Every person in the ministry gift has to mature in that gift. The prophet is no different. There will be times a young prophet will miss God. If he is following God, he will learn from his mistakes and continue on in his calling. Christians should always judge the words of a prophet by the word of God.

There was a man in my home church that had been my Sunday school teacher in the Baptist church when I was young. Earlier in his life he had been healed of terminal cancer and Hodgkin's disease, miraculously by the power of God. While at church one day, he went to the front and announced that he was going to have heart bypass surgery and seemed very distraught about it. He asked that the church pray for him. A couple of days later God spoke to me about this man and told me that he did not need surgery because God was going to heal him. I knew that God had spoken to me and I couldn't wait to see my friend in church. The next time I did see him, I told him that God had spoken to me and that he would not need surgery. I was so excited and expected him to be excited too. Instead, he patted me on the back and said sarcastically, "You're young". I was so upset and my anger took over. I left and thought he would probably die since he didn't listen to me! Well, God did not tell me he would die if he refused to accept what I had to say and I did not prophesy or say that God had told me he would die. But in this example, I see how a young prophet could let his emotions get the best of him and speak presumptuously and miss the mark. All prophets have to learn to control their emotions. When the doctors opened up my friend's chest they saw the miracle. My friend's heart had grown its own bypasses around the blocked arteries. The doctors sewed him up without having to perform the bypass surgery. I understand now why he did not receive me and the word I had for him. My gift was not yet proven and it is harder for a prophet to be accepted by the people he knows most intimately.
Mark 6:4
But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 
When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, we are not to take it lightly, even if the prophet is young. We are to take that word and test it by the word of God. If it proves out to be from the Lord we are to apply it to our lives.
1 Thes. 5:20
Despise not prophesyings. 
There is no doubt that if my friend would have listened to the word I gave him he would have been saved from the pain and the trauma of having his chest opened. If we refuse the word of a prophet we will certainly miss out on God's best for us too.
Deut. 18:19
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.
A Warning to Prophets
Prophets and especially the younger prophets need to be very careful to keep a balance in their lives. They must continually strive to keep a strong foundation of the word under them. Because of the tremendous zeal that most prophets have, it is very easy for them to get so spiritual that they miss God. The prophet should encourage people to judge the words he speaks. Some prophets can get pretty flaky and do some really strange things. I read once about a man who would eat grasshoppers to confirm that he was a prophet. These kind of actions can only serve to cause people to reject the ministry of the prophet.

I have also heard well known prophets say that God will curse people if they oppose their ministries. When I hear someone say this, I question whether this person is thinking more highly of themselves than they should. Obviously, if a person does not listen to the word of God and apply it to their lives they will miss out on the blessings that the word promises. But if you disagree with what a minister says, God will not curse you. This type of theology borders more on witchcraft than true Christianity.

How the Ministry Gifts Should Relate to One Another
Chapter 6
1 Thes. 5:12-13 
And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; [13] And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 
Paul tells us to know those who labor among us and who are over us in the Lord. This means that we should really get to know these people. We should understand what their calling is and what God is using them for in our lives. After all, the gift in them and their lives are a gift to us from Jesus Himself. We need to use that gift as God meant for it to be used. Realize that with the ministry gift calling comes an anointing. All people have weaknesses and faults but try to look past those and see the gift that Christ has placed in them. One of the jobs of the ministry gifts is to admonish or gently reprove each of us. Don't be offended if God speaks a harsh word to you through a prophet. Take that word from God and realize that He loves you and has your best interest at heart. 

We are to esteem these people highly, not for who they are but for their comittment to the calling of God. The ministry is work. Those that go into the ministry seeking fame and glory soon are disillusioned. 

Growing up in the Bible belt, I have seen churches that have treated their pastors horribly. It is not uncommon to see pastors move from church to church all through their career. Many church boards think nothing of running off a minister when they feel he isn't what they want. They can use all kinds of excuses and show no concern to the man of God or his family. This kind of treatment to men and women of God has to grieve the very heart of God. Of course I have seen the exact opposite of this when ministers become high minded and forget the purpose of their calling. The reason for this kind of behavior on both sides is people getting away from the word of God and not walking in the Spirit. There should be a balance in the church, the people who God has entrusted the church to as elders or deacons, should approach their duty somberly and in the fear of God. Ministers also must be self motivated and need to always remember that they are to be a servant to the people. 

I have seen prophets that pastor churches and I have seen prophets that have travelling ministries. For a Christian to be well rounded, they need to be exposed to each of the ministry gifts. Pastors should not be afraid to allow prophets to fill their pulpit. As I have stated earlier, there are different administrations of the prophetic gift by different prophets. I have seen some that come to a church and they move in the gifts of the Holy Spirit and give a word to each person in the church. Whether they are hearing from God will quickly be evident in this type of ministry because the people in the church know each other and they will know if the prophet is right when they prophesy over an individual. This is an important type of ministry in that we all need a timely, accurate word from God at times in our lives. This is not a ministry that would be effective week after week to the same congregation though. I have also seen prophets that come and teach a timely message to a congregation. This type of ministry is also very important for there may be issues that a congregation is dealing with that the pastor may not see, being so close to the situation. It is easier for the prophet to come and give a teaching and exhortation to a church, especially when it is a sharp rebuke, than it is for the pastor who has to live day in and day out with the members of the congregation.

Prophets should never forget that once they have ministered and moved on, the pastor must live with the congregation. The prophet should respect the pastor's authority and his position over his flock. They should never violate the pastor's trust. They should also be very sure that what they teach is the word of God and is sound doctrine. The prophet should not be a burden to the pastor or to the people of God. We have one instance of the Apostle Paul working to help meet his expenses. This is not God's best though.

Pastors should likewise, understand the prophet's ministry and the needs involved. The pastor should do his best to have the church try and meet the expenses incurred by the prophet. If it is too hard on his congregation to take one offering to meet the prophet's expenses, the pastor should begin taking offerings several weeks before the prophet arrives. The pastor should respect the prophet's authority and gift from Christ. The pastor can learn a lot from listening to the word that God has for each individual in the church or for the word for the congregation. 

The people and the pastor of the church are to judge the word of the prophet by the word of God. There may be some things that you don't understand. Seek God about those things and talk to the prophet to see if they can be clarified. 

Pastors that have prophets in their congregations should make an effort to meet with them regularly. God has called us to work together. There should never be a sense of competition in the church. We are all working for the same end, edification, exhortation and comfort of the saints. 

If you are called to the ministry of the prophet, do all you can to learn of your call. You won't learn it all overnight. I first learned of my call almost twenty years ago and just in the last four or five years has it all began to come together. You can learn much from other prophets and other ministry gifts. Remember that it is the Holy Spirit who takes all of this and makes it work in your life. Your call will not be exactly the same as others because God made you as a unique individual. God needs you because there are people that you can reach for Christ that I can't. Be faithful to the calling in your life and God will be glorified and you and many that you come in contact with will be blessed!
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